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Eastleigh Borough Council’s approach to the Climate Change and Environment 
Emergency has been attracting attention from around the UK and enquiries have 
been received from the Association for Public Service Excellence (APSE) and a 
dozen other local authorities, to learn from our approach to the issue, our experience 
and to share best practice.

In addition to the budget increases last year of £250k, in response to the Climate 
Change and Environment Emergency, further ongoing growth of £300k has been 
identified within this budget, with additional resources for countryside, trees, pollution 
and ecology. The ecology work will include our Biodiversity Action Plan and taking 
forward schemes within our Action Plan. A new waste collection round will be taken 
forward to help with demand and housing growth and work continues with waste 
collection route optimisation, which will bring more efficiencies to the service when it 
is introduced.

Work is also well underway on a borough tree policy which is a large piece of work, 
but which I hope will include better understanding of our current tree stock, a tree 
replacement programme and also a commitment from this Council to undertake an 
ambitious tree planting programme. This will help to tackle the effects of climate 
change and to help create new habitat and wildlife corridors. I also hope that the new 
policy will allow residents and businesses to get involved in the planting programme, 
either individually or within community groups and also businesses who may which 
to offset their business emissions. 

Eastleigh Borough’s recycling rate for the first eight months of the financial year has 
shown an increase of 1.3% compared to the same period last year with our overall 
figure at 44.7%. This figure is heavily influenced by the amounts of garden waste 
collected which can vary dependent on the weather. There are currently 19,200 
households in the borough which subscribe to this service. 

As you will be aware, the Borough Council received grant funding from the Waste 
and Resources Action Programme (WRAP) to re-launch our food waste collection 
service and this too has helped boost our recycling figure, as we currently collect 
over 200 tonnes each month since the rollout of the scheme back in July. This is the 
largest amount we have ever collected and on average, across the board, we are 
seeing increases of around 30% compared to the same month in the previous year.

Successful communication has been an important aspect of the Food Waste project 
with strong promotion of the food waste service to residents, as well as every 
household in the borough receiving a free roll of 50 compostable sacks back in July. 
This has led to requests and delivery of 3,769 external food waste bins and 2,968 
internal food caddies, which is great news.

Our Streetscene service is actively moving forward with the programme to use more 
electric tools and machinery to undertake maintenance work on our open spaces. 
This includes Stihl electric power tools already being used at Brookwood Cemetery 



and an electric van operating from our Dutton Lane depot. The council is looking to 
further expand the range of electric tools which our operatives use with the 
introduction of Husqvarna tools across the workforce in the coming months. We will 
also be trailing electric sweepers soon.

Finally, and by no means least, I hope that you will all join me in congratulating our 
Streetscene service who again have been recognised as the Best Performing 
Council at the APSE industry awards held in December. The Streetscene service 
won the Street Cleansing Best Performing Council for the ninth consecutive year, as 
well as Best Performing Council for Parks and Open Spaces for the second 
consecutive year.

This is a truly fantastic result and means that the Streetscene service has received 
12 national awards in the past 10 years and is recognised within the industry as the 
best performing Streetscene service in the UK.

Whilst these awards are a credit to Eastleigh Borough Council as a whole, they are 
in fact a recognition of the commitment, hard work and dedication of all our 
Streetscene staff who deliver street cleansing services and grounds maintenance to 
our residents throughout the year.  My congratulations to them, along with I hope the 
thanks of this Council, to each and every one of our Streetscene Operatives, for all 
their hard work and continued success.


